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Presidentõs Message 

  

The Power of  Volunteerism and Initiative  

As I was brainstorming topics for this quarter's addition of the newsletter, I  thought back on the projects 
we have completed or have begun over the past few months.  I was impressed by how much we have accom-
plished through volunteer initiative. I would like to take this opportunity to share several examples of peo-
ple in the neighborhood who have stepped up and offered their ideas, time and talents to make things hap-
pen which has made our neighborhood a better community in which to live. 

First, I would like to commend Greg Hausdorf on his efforts to have SPV join the NOCUPP organiza-
tion.  Interest in the membership drive had begun to languish in the absence of a champion to lead the cam-
paign to join.  Greg stepped in as NOCUPP liaison, drove the distribution of program details, and managed 
the collection of checks. Thanks to his hard work,  SPV residents now enjoy NOCUPP member benefits and 
the added security they  provide.  He continues his leadership in this capacity as our new Crime and Code 
Chair on the SPV Board. 

Delia Rios approached the Board with a plan to improve the Stevens Ridge street closure area.  As the pic-
tures on the SPV website show, the transformation was dramatic. Her project not only resulted in a 
more scenic area. The volunteers that day got to know each other better, talking while we dug and cleared 
brush, then again as we shared menudo, fajitas and margaritas. A special thanks to Delia's parents and next 
door neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Avila . 

Debbie Dunning, with a long track record of supporting SPV, came to the Board with ideas for how our 
neighborhood could show our appreciation to Kessler Community Church for their generosity over the 
years providing us a place for our neighborhood meetings. She put together a 'needs list' from KCC which 
led to the landscaping project for the entrance to the church that we completed just before Easter Sunday. 
This resulted in another community activity, the Memorial Day Event.  

Donny Lewis and Al Aparicio, whose yard is model of pristine serenity year-round, put their expertise to 
work by organizing this year's Re-Leaf tree planting. They were instrumental in coordination with the city 
and residences to place the order, coordinate delivery, and assemble the team of volunteers to put the trees 
in the ground. Thanks to their efforts, we have new trees which will provide shade and reduce water costs 
for easements in the years to come. They also developed strong relationships with program reps to make 
the process this fall easier. 

Alice Zaccarello has taken on the task of coordinating ad sales to offset the costs of creating this newsletter 
and flyers sent out to our residents. This is one of the few sources of dedicated revenue that SPVNA has, 
which leaves us more money to fund the other projects like the ones that I have mentioned above.  

Finally, a huge 'thank you' to Kirby Timmons for his support putting together our newsletter and directory, 
and for serving as the communications hub - as well as assisting with a countless list of other things, to Jan 
Powers for watering the Leander street closure during the growing season each year, and to everyone who 
contributes in ways both big and small. It all adds up and does make a difference in the end.  

I am personally very encouraged by the increasing level of volunteer participation I see in the projects we 
do, in spite of the gloom and doom of the economy. By choosing to 'act locally' your efforts have the most 
immediate and direct effect on your homes and families. Please help me to continue this trend in the months 
to come.                     

Stewart Campbell, SPVNA President 



2 

 

 

Memorial Day Picnic 

On May 25, the great folks at the Kessler Community Church invited Stevens Park residents to join them for 

their Memorial Day Picnic.  Between terrific food, live music, a fun bouncy house and lively conversation, it was a 

wonderful evening.  We really appreciate KCC for letting us use their church for our meetings, and this event was 

icing on the cake.  You can find additional photos at www.stevensparkvillage.org/galleries  under the 2009 

events. 


